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INTRODUCTION 

Gender Equality and Women Empowerment (GEWE II) is a programme supported by the Government of 

Denmark, through its embassy in Tanzania. The programme focuses on tackling issues of gender based 

violence through media advocacy, as well as providing legal and counseling services for GBV survivors.  

 

The overall Objective of GEWE II is to improve the living conditions of women and children in Tanzania 

through support that promotes gender equality and empowerment of women and children.  

 

The programme is being implemented is ten districts of Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar. The districts 

are  Wete (Kaskazini Pemba), Unguja West (Unguja urban West), Unguja South (Unguja South), 

Kisarawe (Pwani), Newala (Mtwara), Mvomero (Morogoro), Lindi Rural (Lindi), Ruangwa (Mtwara), 

Kinondoni and Ilala (Dar es Salaam). 

 

Output 1 of the GEWE II programme is aimed at increasing print and electronic media coverage on GBV 

related issues. To achieve this, TAMWA did a number of activities as well media advocacy on GBV 

issues so as to create awareness, sensitize and advocate as part of the GEWE II programme. 

 

This media report highlights the coverage, both print and electronic, of  the activities as well as the 

strategic use of the media to advance the campaign against GBV- Media Advocacy.   

Activities: A mapping exercise to understand the issues involved, such as knowledge of GBV or the 

related laws as well as the level of education; production of a GBV reporting manual for journalists as a 

resource tool in understanding GBV and effective reporting of GBV issues; training of media actors 

(journalists and editors) from Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar on understanding GBV, its magnitude and 

on reporting GBV and a journalistic survey that allowed TAMWA to conduct an evidence based media 

advocacy.  

Media advocacy: Included articles (features and stories) on school pregnancy, child marriage, rape, 

abandonment of women and children, denial of widow inheritance rights, Female Genital Mutilation 

(FGM) and the constitution making process. There was also the release of press statements, press 

conferences, regular media visits and coverage in targeted areas, regular participation in TV and radio 

programmes; production of TV and radio spots, TV and radio programs. A ‘Sauti ya Siti’ edition on GBV 

issues and song against GBV were also produced. 
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ACTIVITIES 

1. LAUNCHING OF GEWE II PROGRAMME 

The launching of the GEWE II component was held on 30
th
 October 2012 and was officiated by the 

Deputy Minister for Legal and Constitutional Affairs Hon. Angela Kairuki. The four other partners 

implementing the programme and other gender activists participated in the event. To mark the event an 

information kit was produced. 

 

Figure 1: Media Coverage – GEWE II Programme Launching 

 

 

2. MAPPING  EXERCISE 

The result of the mapping exercise conducted in ten districts of Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar was 

released in February 2013. The survey was done to identify people’s perspectives on GBV, family 

structures and response mechanisms at the village and district level. The survey was conducted in 

partnership with other GEWE II partners namely ZAFELA, TAWLA, TGNP and TAMWA’s Crisis 

Resolving Centre (CRC). 
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Figure 2: Release of mapping findings 

This event was well covered by the media as shown in the figure below; 

 

MAPPING FINDINGS 

 

3. REPORTING MANUAL   

TAMWA and her partners prepared a GBV reporting manual for journalists. The manual was 

translated into Kiswahili, printed and distributed in both Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar. A total of 

2,500 copies of Kiswahili and English were produced and distributed to the media houses, press clubs 

in various regions and journalism colleges and universities.  

 

4. TRAINING OF JOURNALISTS 

A total of 29 journalists from both print and electronic media were trained on how to report gender 

based violence stories and the TAMWA produced manual was used as a resource tool. The training 

was expected to increase the quality and number of gender and GBV based stories in various print 

and electronic media.  

5. JOURNALISTIC SURVEY 

A journalistic survey was carried out in ten districts of Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar  by 

journalists from Zanzibar Leo, Nipashe, Daily News, Habari Leo, Majira and  The Guardian. 

Journalists were able to conduct the survey basesd on a survey tool prepared by TAMWA. A press 
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conference to release the survey findings was held and a total of ten feature stories were published, 

five TV stations and 11 radio stations covered the event as shown in the figure below. 

Figure 3: Media Coverage – Journalistic Survey launching 

 

MEDIA ADVOCACY 

 

1. PRESS RELEASES 

 

For the project’s first year, TAMWA released nine press releases including one that condemned the 

presidential appointment of men only as board members of the Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) 

and another that condemned the act of a primary school teacher in Dodoma Municipality who for a 

period of five months had allegedly been living with a 14 year old girl student as his wife. The 

launching of the GEWE II programme as well as the establishment of the anti-GBV committees were 

also part of the press releases. 

The press releases received a wide coverage from different media houses mainly The Citizen, Daily 

news, Majira, Zanzibar Leo, Jambo Leo, Zanzibar Broadcasting Corporation and Zenj FM. 
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2. SAUTI YA SITI MAGAZINE 

 

A total of 5000 copies of the TAMWA magazine, Sauti ya Siti, were produced and disseminated in 

the programme areas. The magazine featured issues of child marriage, school pregnancies, wife 

battery, rape, abandonment of women and children and female genital mutilation. 

Copies of the magazine were also distributed outside the programme area such as Mwanza, 

Morogoro, Dodoma, Iringa, Mbeya, Arusha and Iringa.  

Additionally, copies of the magazine were sent to sister organizations in the region, EASSI and 

UMWA in Uganda, AMWIK, AWC and FEMNET (Kenya).  

 

Figure 4:                               DISTRIBUTION OF SAUTI YA SITI 

 

 

3. ANTI GBV SONG  

 

TAMWA produced a music song to sensitize people against GBV acts on women and children; the 

song called “UNYANYASAJI SASA BASI” calls on people to take action. The song has been used 

in various national and community radio stations across the country. These include; Radio Maria, 

East Africa Radio, Radio One, Newala FM, Ruangwa FM, Radio Tumaini, and ABM radio in 

Dodoma and in various radio programmes that cover GBV issues. 
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4. FEATURES AND STORIES 

The past year has seen an increase of media coverage on GBV issues, an indication of the benefits of 

the training media engagement and understanding of issues by Editors and Journalists. For the period 

of November 2012 to September 2013 a total of 321 feature and stories on different gender based 

violence issues were published in various news papers to create awareness to the public and call for 

action from both the public and relevant bodies. 

 

Figure 5:                                                       GBV ISSUES  

December 2012 – September 2013 

 

 

The amount of stories for the above period show media coverage on GBV issues has changed as 

compared to the period of January to November 2012. 
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Figure 6:                                       GBV ISSUES 

 

                                                January – November 2012 

 

 

5. TV AND RADIO PROGRAMMES 

Apart from the print media, the 

electronic media also joined in 

the fight against GBV in the 

home, community and society in 

general. To this end TAMWA, 

and sometimes with other 

partners in the programme 

participated in 6 TV, and 12 

radio programmes to mobilize 

communities across the country 

to take action against gender 

based violence. The programmes 

covered issues of school 

pregnancies, female genital 

mutilation, rape and the 

constitution making process. The 

programmes were aired  

        Figure: 7          TV, RADIO PROGRAMES 

 

 

on TBC1, Tumaini TV, Mlimani TV, ITV, ZBC, Star 

TV, Radio one, Wapo radio, Radio Tumaini, TBC Taifa, 

Radio Maria and East Africa radio.  
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TAMWA continues to be 

regularly invited to participate in 

Radio and TV programmes. 

Additionally, four programmes 

have been produced from two 

programme areas and these have been aired on TBC 1 

and on community radios in Ruangwa and Newala 

districts. 
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PRESS CUTTINGS   

The following press cuttings from different print media are a reflection of the media coverage of 

GBV issues as part of the GEWEII programme. 
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Child Marriage 
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Rape 

 

 

 



19 | P a g e  

 

School Pregnancies 
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Abandonment of Women and Children 
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Constitution 
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Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
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SAUTI YA SITI Magazine 
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Editorials 
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